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AUANCHISM = AN INTRODUCTION 


| | The word "anarchy" comes from a Greek one 
meaning "without government", and so without leaders or formal laws, Yet 
today it is widely and automatically taken to mean "chaos", "terrorism", 
etc. But to live without leaders or laws can be seen in another light: 
people sharing equally in decision-making, and acting in voluntary 
cooperation, This other possible meaning is what anarchists believe to 
be the basis for a truly free society, 

So why should anarchy and anarchism( the 
outlook that can guide us towards that way of*life ) be such tainted words? 
Ihe answer lies in history, A long parade of monarchs, generals and 
politicians have at different times used a combination of deception and 
force to set themselves over the majority, claiming that they can protect 
them and make them prosperous while in fact fleecing them, This has often 
gone to the point of stealing the very lives of workers and peasants, by 


having them die on their behalf in the wars that rulers have constantly 


instigated, either in their greed for greater wealth and power or for fear 
of losing what they already possess, 

National war is the best example of people 
conditioned to do as they're told, being led instead of acting on their own 
understanding, Although such warfare only protects the rulers' dominance, 
the illusion is that everyone should fight to defend'"their" country, So 
in this case the fear hammered into people is that without the direction 
and knowledge of leaders they will be:1eft defenceless, ( Hard1y logical 
when it's they who do the fighting and dying ). 

This kind of argument is extended to all areas 


of life, to imply that we cannot work without bosses, cannot organise society 


without politicians, cannot even enjoy ourselves without "stars" to entertain 
us, And from all this it's deduced that without rulers and the compulsion of 
the law there would be "chaos" and that am anarchist, who wants a different 


kind of organisation in which all participate, is a "wrecker", 


But in the present form of society how much say ( and. 


thus how much stake ) do we actually have? Ak school, at work, at the D.H.S.S.,. 


in the council or in Parliament there is usually someone else in control, who 
can threaten our lives in some way if we oppose them,. And the ultimate threat 
is prison for breaking the law, which among other things upholds these 
restrictive set-ups. How can such a society be free or democratic? 

But simply opposing these things isn't enough; we need 
to create social and economic organisation which ensures that everyone is 
decently fed, housed, educated,æmt has fulfilling employment and is well treated 
when sick, For the fact is we don't have those conditions because of the world 
being (mis)orgamised so that the ruling-class can steal a massive amount of the 
Earth's resources and people's labour. Yet this large-scale protection-racket 
is made sacred by being "legal" 。。。 SO it's obvious in whose interests the law- 
books are written. 

People are not unaware of the basic injustice of all 
this, but it's hard to resist the idea that it is a fair or at least inevitable 
situation when it is constantly supported at home, in school and through the 
media, and finally by the awareness of the punishment that could be inflicted 
for opposition, 

Anarchists oppose this state of inequality, violence 
and compulsion: in other words we want equality, peace and cooperation, free to 
verk for the benefit of all instead of the enrichment and defence of the greedy 
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The place where you're taught..... 

Good people come in a shirt and tie 
with a pocket of O'levels.That the 
girl's place is in the home economics 
room and the boy's the rugby pitch or 
metalwork room.That anyone who isn't 

as fit,fast,clever or smart as you is 
inferior and below you.That your friends 
aren't at all your friends but your 
apponents in the race to the top.That 
love and sex are smutty.Political beliefs 
are dangerous and should be abolished. 
That individuality is rebellion but being 
one of the masses won't get you anywhere. 
And that intelligence is only recognised 
how and where they want to see it. 
Well I've had my arse of learning ! 
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-x-*- War pe you Way í % 
So what will you do when there's Gnarchy? When there is no government 
or state or 9-5 jobs followed by tv and hamburgers? When we will ALL 
have the right to plan our lives from the greatest thing to the smalles€ 
detail? We will be working in areas of need, be it plumbing, bus 
driving or ploughing. We can share in the menial jobs and then develop 
in the areas that we are best at. We will make all the necessary effort 
to ensure the smooth running of services and after that can choose how 
to spend our time. Would you like to read or write? Maybe learn how to 
play an instrument? Act or play sport? Perhaps you'd like to cultivate 
your own vegetables or make homebrew? 

Another possibility for spending your time when not 
working is to learn. Not learn because you are told to but because you 
are curious, interested or excited by something. | 

This gap between work and non work need not exist 
at all! If you accept to do a share of the dirty work the amount each. 
individual does will be very little. So after that what you work at 
should be what you enjoy; and time spent in such work should be as much 
as you wish to spend. No impatient waiting until the end of the working 
day! 

You have two obligations in a society without authority; _ 
one is to the other people, for you to contribute to the well being of 
the community as a whole and the world. The other obligation is to your 
self - to gain as much enjoyment as possible out of life.You should 
gain satisfaction from both.Especially with no laws to bind you except 
that of your own conscience. Very very few people don't gain satisfact 
ion from making others happy and very very few people gain satisfaction 
from being at odds with or nasty towards people with out a strong 
reason. | | 

I hope this piece makes you think about what you want as well 
as what you don't want. In my view we all.have skills undeveloped and 
sources of happiness not fully exploited. For every time we shout at 
something lets afirm our belief in something else, something better.And 


the best way to discover something else is to discover it now. Create 


co-ppera ion as we dismantle capitalism. Be honest with each other as 
x wg’ expose the systems lies. . | ae E i 


AS WE KICK DOWN THZIR SANDCASTLES SO WE MUST BUILI 
OUR PALACES OF STEEL. 
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Why don't the Russians have another revolution and 


get rid of their boss class once and for all ? 


Why don't the Americans ? 


| Á 
| Why don't WE ? S 
I think that most people are afraid of LT 
being invaded or blown to bits by their country's lye EG 
enemies ( or friends'or both ) who happen to be orðinar Bi } a EE 
people like us. I have no quarrel with them, have you d 
de 
Do you know of any reason for them to attack us ? ES 
We're not their oppressors. They are human too. They EE 
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propaganda machines world 
wide tell us of all the 
inhumanity in the world to have us Wer NEP. d fear each other. 


How much longer can they get away with it ? How long will YOU let 


them ? When you have nothing left to defend then you will be free. 
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COME TOGETHER:LOVE + RESPOCT = SOLIDARITY $ STRENGTH 1 
You wouldn't have to look hard at the Anarchist movement 
to see feelings of disunity.I certainly can and they're 
Something I'm beginning to encounter and detest more and 
more. 

The vegans look down upon and feel superior to the vegetari 
-nS,who in turn look down upon the omnivores.Class War 
think pacifists are a bunch of wets and most punks see 
normal looking Anarchists as 'not proper rebels.' 

This article is not just another slag off of Anarchists 
but a plea for unity.It doesn't fucking matter if we 
look different or eat different!We're all fighting for 


more or less the same cause. eren 


"First we've got to come together sofuck the 
differences,it doesn't matter if it's noise 
or music to them we all talk piss.To them 
we're the sick farce.Now let's prove them 
right.If we're to stand the slightest chance 


we must unite and fight!' Conflict 1984. 


LABOUR AND THE LAW 


Neil Kinnock's opposition to the demand that the NUM 
be reimbursed for fines it incurred during the miners'strike demonstrates 
the crucial fact about the Labour party: it is not an organisation that will 
bring about socialism, it is one dedicated to preserving capitalism. 
This can be safely asserted because laws are always 
intended to preserve the current condition of society, particularly its 
distribution of wealth and political power. Any reforms that laws appear to 
make have one of two aims from the rulers' standpoint, Qne is to head off 
discontent by small concessions which are later rendered useless by other 
means, (e.g.) the Sex Discrimination Act, empty words when greed-based 
policies of mass unemployment force many women out of work, back into the home. 
| The other purpose is to increase the wealth and power 
of those who already have plenty, while further restricting the efforts of 
those who try to equalise the situation, The Tory industrial laws all have 
this basic aim. Though the use of the democracy card against the unions 
might end up working to the advantage of the rank and file, its true purpose 
is to make it harder to call a strike - an obvious advantage to the bosses, 
The hollowness of Tory claims to be concerned about industrial democracy 
can be shown by one question; who elected Ian MacGregor? 
There is nà need here to recite all the attacks that 
have been made on people's living standards in recent years through unemploy- 
ment, benefit cuts, NHS cuts and increased spending on arms, prisons and the 
police, Suffice to say that all of this has been perfectly legal. So it's 
in this context that Kinnock attacks the miners for being " in conflict with 
the common law, civil law (and) criminal law," and refuses to support their 
being repaid. This denies the experience of the working-class that, time and. 
again, it has been the breaking of laws ( as in opposing the Industrial 
Relations Act in the early 70s ) which has brought social progress, This is 
because naturally no ruling-class wants things to change, so the law is 
, constructed to safeguard its members’ privileged position and punish those 

who challenge it, | 
| Nevertheless, for nearly a century Labour has peddled 
the illusion that Kinnock is peddling now, that by slow introductiom of new 
laws and repeal of the old, capitalist-biased ones, socialism can be 
achieved via Parliament, However the huge weight of these already existing 
laws with their supporting institutions of! courts and prisons, coupled with 
the "moderate" (i.e. weak) approach of Labour in power, argue against this 
idea, This approach is due to the economic assumptions of many Labour 


Bie de politicians, who are so wedded to notions of management and employees, 


| "profitability" and "competitiveness" it's clear they don't actually want 

| socialism, which is concerned with workers' control, equality and supply 

/ | according to need, Instead they are aspiring rulers of a State Socialism, a 
contradiction in terms that creates its own ruling-class( or Establishment ), 
the members of which may have a few pangs of conscience but still go on 
dominating the majority. 

This, in the end, is why Labour politicians won't oppose 
the law despite it being geared towards maintaining the capitalist system they 
are allegedly against. Logically they can't attack what upholds the ruling- 
class because they wish to merge with it, in turn to have their laws obeyed 

which always turn out to have loopholes the rich can exploit.) 
Since it's clear that electing such people can uer © ng 


a cruel an just system, it's also clear that the only cure must be act 
n O 8 ha belay whatever our aita on. This is the direct action at the 
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@ Out of a population 

of 56 million in the e 

UK, at least 5 million ES | 

people consult their 

doctor for emotional 

and mental problems 

every year. The 

numbers of those 

classified as 

mentally ill is increasing. 

O Approximately 10% of the UK pop 
ulation are likely to be admitted to a 


Í mental hospital sometime during their MA 


lives. 


6 in 1980 there were 76,000 people in 
mental hospitals; 1,000 had been there 
for more than 25 years. 

Source: People with Mental illness by S. Hebditch 
O Mental lliness and Class: such dis-§ 
orders occur far more frequently in (ep 
lower social classes. An American survey@ 
of New Haven found that the 18% ol 
people in the lowest social class con- 
tributed 38% of menta! patients; the 3% of 


people from the highest social class were i us 


represented by 1% of the patients. 
Source. Hollingshead & Redlich, 1958 


@ Treatment and class bias: 


class patients, 
treatments like electro-convulsive treat- 


ment and drugs are disproportionately am 
given to patients from the lower social§ Ge? 
classes. Working-class patients are also MAS 


far more likely to have been simply 
admitted to mental hospitals and never 
given any specific treatment. 
Source: Myers & Bean, 1968 
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A fish and poultry trader!s van was sprayed 


with slogans in Rugby on July 30th (for the Fu ^uid 

end time in 4 weeks) and two days later, in p 

the same town, a meat centre delivery van - Pc NON 
received the ::ame treatment. On the same A 

night, a few niles away in Coventry, a halal CK OU r 
butchers van was paintstrippered. Loo r4 T 


On Aug 10th in South London, & wholesale meat 


- “> 
van was paintstrippered and had two side T C ANÉ 
windows smashed and the windscreen shattered. 
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